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251 February 8, 1900 

Report from Bremen. 

Bremen, Germany, January 15, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to report the following transactions at this 
station for the week ended January 14 : On January 9, I boarded the 
German ship Fidelio, bound for New York, and inspected her cargo, 
consisting of 139 bales of old rags, and 1,104 bales of bagging. The 
shipping agent presented a consular certificate of disinfection from a 
healthy district of Germany, so the ship was granted a bill of health. 
She carried no passengers. On January 9, the North German Lloyd 
steamer Lahn sailed for New York with 305 steerage passengers. All 
were vaccinated and 262 pieces of baggage inspected and passed ; 62 
pieces were disinfected with steam. 

On January 11 the North German Lloyd steamer Hannover sailed for 
Baltimore, via Philadelphia, with 417 steerage passengers. All were 
vaccinated aud their baggage, to the number of 353 pieces, was inspected 
and passed ; 34 pieces were disinfected with steam. 

Bespectfully, Joseph B. Greene, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Report from Hamburg. 

Hamburg, January 16, 1900. 

Sir : I have to report for the week ended January 13, that but one 
vessel carrying passengers sailed from this port for the United States 
during that time. 

The steamship Pretoria of the Hamburg- American Line, left for New 
York, Sunday, January 7, carrying 71 cabin passengers and 364 steer- 
age passengers. The steerage passengers were examined on the morn- 
ing of the embarkation, at the Passagier Warte Halle, their baggage 
having been previously inspected and labeled. 

The inspection of the vessel with regard to the accommodations for 
steerage passengers had been made on the previous day. 

At the close of the week, January 13, the steamship Palatia was 
inspected preparatory to her sailing the following day. 

I am not prepared yet to make a weekly report of abstract of bills of 
health, Form 1931, as I have not yet signed any bills of vessels not car- 
rying passengers nor entered fully upon my duties, for reasons given in 
my letter of the 10th instant. 

Bespectfully, A. C. Smith, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, . U. S. M. H. S. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 

HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 

Plague in Honolulu — (Continued). 

Honolulu, H. I., January 12, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that there is no marked improve- 
ment in the plague situation here. Five new cases and 7 deaths have 
been recorded since my last report on the 8th instant. 

Two of the men employed in working the odorless excavators, 1 sol- 
dier guard, all Hawaiians, and 1 Chinaman in the detention barracks at 
Kankako were among those attacked since the 8th instant. 

The work of depopulating Chinatown and burning the houses from 
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which cases of plague have been removed is still carried on by the 
board of health. Twenty-three deaths from plague have been recorded 
from December 12, 1899, to date. 

The difficulty of obtaining in Honolulu a suitable place for use as a 
detention station for cabin passengers complicates the proper enforce- 
ment of Article IX, Quarantine Law and Begulations, November 13, 
1899. The limited size of the harbor here interferes with the proper 
handling and location of vessels and the lighterage of their cargoes. 

Under existing circumstances it would seem best that no vessel should 
moor directly to the docks, in order that infection by vermin might be 
avoided, but in the congested condition of the harbor now existing and 
the absence of a sufficient number of lighters, it seems impossible to 
prevent vessels coming in to the dock. 

When the vessel can not be held in the stream owing to want of room 
it is customary to keep a distance of 4 to 6 feet, or over, away from 
the dock, to tar and place funnels on the lines leading from the ship to 
the dock, with the broad ends shoreward. The funnels are made of tin, 
fit the cables closely, and are employed to prevent the passage of rats 
along the lines from the dock to the vessel. If the plague continues to 
spread here it would be advisable to restrict passenger travel from this 
port to United States ports. 

The Hawaiian board of health is adopting severe measures to stamp 
out the plague, and it has the support of' the entire community. 
Eespectfully, D. A. Cajrmichael, 

Surgeon, U. 8. M. S. 8. 

The Surgeon-Genebal, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 



[Inclosure. — Hawaiian Star, January 9, 1900. J 

December presents a grim death roll. There were 175 deaths in the thirty-one days 
of the month, the largest list in any month for years and years. The following is the 
mortuary report for the month, together with deaths by sex and nationality for the 
whole year : 
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The deaths during December were from the following causes : Accident, 1 ; alcohol- 
ism, 1 ; apoplexy, 3 ; asthma, 1 ; atalectasis pulmonum, 1 ; beriberi, 6 ; bronchitis, 11 ; 
bubonic plague, 11 ; catarrh, 2 ; cholera infantum, 1 ;. congestion of the lungs, 2 ; con- 
sumption, 17 ; convulsions, 3 ; debility, 1 ; diarrhea, 6 ; dysentery, 2 ; encephalitis, 1 ; 
enclampsia, 1 ; enteritis, 5 ; exhaustion, 1 ; brain fever, 1 ; Hawaiian fever, 5 ; malarial 
fever, 6 ; typhoid fever, 5 ; gastritis, 1 ; gunshot wound, 1 ; heart disease, 7 ; hemorr- 
hage, 2 ; inanition, 6 ; intestinal complaints, 3 ; jaundice, 1 ; malnutrition, 1 ; maras- 
mus, 1 ; meningitis, 7 ; natural causes, 1 ; nephritis, 3 ; old age, 4 ; opium, 2 ; ovarian 
2yst, 1 ; paralysis, 4 ; peritonitis, 5 ; pleurisy, 2 ; pneumonia, 14 ; rheumatism, 1 ; shock, 
2; strangulation, 1 ; syphilis, 3 ; tetanus, 1 ; tumor, 1 ; unknown, 1 ; undetermined, 3. 

The 3 undetermined deaths are 3 of the 5 deaths that were ascribed to bubonic plague 
at the beginning of the outbreak. They have since been determined not to be plague, 
but the exact cause of death has not yet been reported by the bacteriologist and autopsy 
physicians. 

The deaths for December, 1895, were 65 ; for 1896, 54 ; for 1897, 81, and for 1898, 86. 

The death rate for December, 1899, was 60 per 1,000 ; of Hawaiians, 67.82 per 1,000 ; 
of Asiatics, 87.27 per 1,000, and of all others, 36 per 1,000. 

The deaths by wards were : First ward, 30 ; second ward, 44 ; third ward, 33 ; fourth 
ward, 38, and fifth ward, 30. 

Twelve more deaths from plague. 

Washington, D. C, January 27, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor, by direction of the Secretary of State, to 
inform you that a telegram dated the 17th instant has just been received 
from the consul-general at Honolulu which reads as follows, viz, "Since 
telegram 12th, 12 deaths, 1 white, good family." 

Eespectfully, * Thos. W. Cridler, 

Third Assistant Secretary. 
Hon. Secretary of the Treasury. 

Appropriations for opposing the plague. 

Honolulu, H. L, January 12, 1900. 

Sir : Eeferring to my dispatch No. 167 of January 5, 1 have the honor 
to report that the council of state yesterday appropriated $20,000, to be 
paid out of all the moneys in the treasury received from all the current 
receipts of the general revenues of the Eepublic of Hawaii. 

Fifteen thousand dollars were appropriated for construction of build- 
ings and acquisition of land suitable for temporary shelter of persons 
released from quarantine ; $5,000 appropriated for the temporary main 
tenance of persons released from quarantine while a public charge. 
Some doubt was expressed as to the power of the council to make the 
latter appropriation. 

The council of state is composed of 15 members, 5 elected by the 
senate, 5 by the house of representatives, and 5 appointed by the presi- 
dent with the approval of the cabinet. 

In making these appropriations the council acts under the provision 
of section 6, article 81, of the constitution. 

Section 6'. The council of state may, upon the request of the executive council, 
appropriate public moneys, when, during the time intervening between the sessions of 
the legislature, the emergencies of war, invasion, rebellion, pestilence, or other great 
public necessity shall arise. 

In case of such appropriation, the minister of finance shall render a detailed account 
of the expenditures made under such authority to the next regular session of the legis- 
lature. 

It is probable that further appropriations will shortly be made. 

Eespectfully, Harold M. Sewall. 

Hon. Secretary of State. 
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